for a secret $200,000 Nixon 
campaign contribution from Mr. 
Vesco. 

The memorandum describing 
the contact between the C.I.A. 
official and Mr. Walder was 
made available to both prosecu- 
tion and defense attorneys but 
was never made public. There 
is no indication that any of the 
attorneys were aware of the 
agenet’s true position. 

Evidence presented at the 
trial shows that Mr. Mitchell, 
spoke with Mr. Vine by tele- 
phone on the evening of Nov. 
30, 1971, the day Mr. Vesco 
was arrested by the Swiss au- 
thorities. Mr. Vine, who al- 
ready had made inquiries about 
Mr. Vesco’s ' legal difficulties, 
testified he had told Mr. 
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G .LA, Agent Used in Effort to Aid Vesco 

A/Vf. 2423E3L — : 

WASHINGTON, Feb. 22 (AP) for a secret $200,000 Nixon Mite 
—An agent for the Central In- campaign contribution from Mr. tratc 
telligence Agency was used in Vesco. prob 

efforts initiated by former At- The memorandum describing the 
tomey General John N. Mitch- the contact between the C.I.A. coul 
ell to free Robert L. Vesco, official and Mr. Walder was mult 
the financier who is now a fu- made available to both prosecu- Di 
gitive in Costa Rica, from a tion and defense attorneys but the 
Swiss jail. was never made public. There mon 

The agent told the chief of is no indication that any of the phor 
Swiss intelligence on Dec. 1, attorneys were aware of the Vesc 
1971, “that there was unusual agenet’s true position. final 

interest in higher United States Evidence presented at the S.E.( 
governmental circles, including trial shows that Mr, Mitchell, tion 
Attorney General Mitchell, in spoke with Mr. Vine by tele- over 
this case and that we. hoped phone on the evening of Nov. creai 
that Vesco would be released 30, 1971, the day Mr. Vesco couli 
on his own recognizance to- was arrested by the Swiss au- nizai 
day,” according to a memo- thorities. Mr. Vine, who al- the 
randum stamped confidential read y had made inquiries about got 
that was shown to The Asso- Mr. Vesco’s legal difficulties, agen 
dated Press. . testified he had told Mr. to M 

A spokesman for the C.I.A. ~ ~ 
confirmed that the conversa- 
tion had taken place but de- 
nied any agency involvement 
\in ' the Vesco affair. “Don’t 
hang it on us .as an agency I 
undertaking,” the spokesman ’ 

. said., “This duty was in no 
way in his C.I.A. capacity. It 
' [the conversation] was regard- 
ed as a routine cover mission.” 

The memorandum, written by 
the C.I.A. agent to Richard D. 

Vine, then deputy chief of 
the United States mission in 
Berne, goes on to state that the 
Swiss official, Hans Walder, re- 
plied that he knew nothing 
about the case and could not 
intervene in any event, but 
promised to make inquiries. 

Several hours later a Swiss 
court ordered Mr. Vesco re- 
leased on $125,000 bail. 

!. The memorandum does not 
identify its author as a C.LA. 
employe, but the agency con- 
firmed his position after the 
A.P. had obtained independent 
confirmation of the fact. Con- 
firmation was contingent upon 
preservation of the agent’s 
anonymity. 

Mr. Vesco spent one night in 
Saint Antoine prison in Geneva 
on charges involving an alleged 
attempt to remove securities 
from a Swiss bank. The charges 
against him were later dropped.; 

Some of the details of Mr. 

Mitchell’s efforts on Mr. Vesco’s 
behalf were made public during 
last year’s trial in which Mr. 

Mitchell and the former Com- 
merce Secretary, Maurice H. 

Stans, were acquitted of at- 
tempting to influence an inves- 
tigation by the Securities and 
Exchange Commission in returq 


Mitchell that a Swiss magis- 
trate had said Mr. Vesco would 
probably be released on bail 
the next day but that nothing 
could be done to spare the 
multimillionaire a night in jail. 

Documents, made available to 
the A.P. show that the next 
morning Mr. Vine received a 
phone call ' from one Of Mr. 
Vesco’s lawyers asking if the 
financier, who was then under 
S.E.C. investigation in connec- 
tion with his efforts to take 
over the mutual fund complex 
created by Bernard Cornfeld, 
could be released on his recog- 
nizance. Fifteen minutes later, 
the documents show, Mr. Vine 
got in touch with the C.I.A. 
agent and asked him to speak 
to Mr. Walder in “a. low key,” 




